Variant mannose-binding lectin alleles are associated with celiac disease.
In this study, we investigated the role of mannose-binding lectin (MBL) in celiac disease, by performing genotype analysis for the three point mutations in the first exon of the gene in 117 Italian celiac patients (characterized by flat biopsy and positive for anti-endomysium antibody and human transglutaminase antibodies) and 130 pan-ethnic healthy controls. The frequency of homozygous mutant 0/ 0 was significantly higher in the 117 Italian celiac patients (0.13) than in the 130 pan-ethnic healthy controls (0.05; P=0.0405). An increased frequency of homozygous 0/0 allele was found among patients with celiac disease compared with controls. These results suggest an involvement of MBL in the pathophysiology of celiac disease.